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JUSTICE 

We hear much about justice. Everybody wants it. Nations 
demand it. Revolutions seek it. It travels without definition, 
but with no more sense of nakedness than an axiom in geometry. 
We assume it and fight for it. We praise it and demand it. 

But justice demands attention not so much as an abstract ideal 
as a touchstone of moral attitude. To insist on getting justice may 
be the height of selfishness. To give justice is the essence of 
Christian morality. 

The democracies of the eighteenth century overturned kingdoms, 
aristocracies, and clergy in their efforts to get justice. They 
believed that kings had taken the rights which the common man 
once possessed as the gift of nature. They undertook to get these 
rights back. That was justice. Also bloody revolution. 

To get justice may be simply a form of acquisitiveness. It may 
be legitimate, but it is no more legitimate than to get houses and 
lands and relatives by marriage. Jesus warns us against the effort 
to get justice as truly as against the effort to get wealth. Psycho- 
logically the two efforts are about the same. Nothing is easier 
than to camouflage selfishness in the terms of altruism. Many a 
man who talks about brotherhood wants to get something from his 
brother. So, too, many a man who talks about justice is more 
interested in what he shall receive than in what he shall give. 

To give justice requires a very different attitude of mind. 
Instead of being acquisitive, such an attitude demands the fine 
sacrifice which goes with sharing privilege. This is to have the 
mind which was in Christ Jesus, who did not seek to get that which 
he might justly claim, but sought rather to share his spirit with 
those who killed him. 
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To give justice is very likely to be at the expense of what an 
individual and a nation may have regarded hitherto as just. Such a 
genuine democracy as sharing privilege implies does not come gener- 
ally by observation. It is like the Kingdom of God. It comes 
when some soul is born into the likeness of the heavenly Father. 
It comes to nations when they perceive that other nations have 
rights as truly as themselves. 

To get justice is the highest ideal of the Junker, the Tory, and 
the bourgeois Philistine. 

To give justice is the ideal of the Christian democrat. 

Just now the entire world is talking about justice. Nations 
and classes who have suffered injustice are demanding their rights. 
In so far as these rights are consistent with the rights of other 
nations and classes they should be granted, but if this war is to 
result in innumerable nations all seeking to get something in the 
name of justice, what sort of world shall we have ? If war is hell, 
what will that world be ? 

In the midst of this tremendous ferment there is need of some 
people championing the necessity of giving justice as well as fighting 
to get it. Such champions will not think of justice as placid good 
nature. To give justice is not the same as a miscellaneous distri- 
bution of social, political, and economic confectionery. It is the 
recognition of a commonwealth of rights which must be shared 
rather than monopolized. It is demanded of every successful 
man, nation, and labor union. 

Internationalism can become Christian only when nations look 
not only on their own affairs but also on the affairs of others. A 
peace conference which becomes simply a competition for getting 
justice will be a war conference. 

True Christians will not be content merely to exhort other people 
to do justly. They themselves will see that in the spirit of him, 
their Master, who died upon a cross that he might share his blessings 
with others, they must do justice. 



